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MS M.M. QUIRK (Girrawheen) [12.55 pm]: That is fair enough. 

This month I attended an initiative in Western Australian schools. Ashdale Secondary College held a science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics girls’ day camp for the local cluster primary school students from 
Madeley, Ashdale and Landsdale primary schools. Years 4, 5 and 6 girls worked with a group of inspirational 
guest speakers and mentors. I thank all the STEM coordinators, teaching staff and student leaders who, under 
the leadership of principal Carol Strauss, are giving girls in my electorate the opportunity to shine. The girls’ 
camp demonstrates the importance of STEM and the positive impact that girls can have in this field. 

By investigating the issue of minimal tree-shade coverage in Perth’s newer suburbs and by making a local 
application to Ashdale Secondary College and surrounding schools and suburbs, students had the opportunity 
to devise and implement real-life solutions. They did so through the prism of science, technology, engineering 
and mathematics activities under the guidance of highly qualified female mentors—practitioners from the 
world of mining, engineering, planning, geology, innovation and technology. The girls energetically 
networked with peers and connected on a personal level with mentors while growing their innovation, 
teamwork and leadership skills. The mentors, who gave freely of their time, understand the importance of 
inspiring girls to have an interest in STEM. It increases students’ opportunity to be a part of a diverse and 
changing workforce in the future. Girls can create, collaborate and contribute to the world for positive change. 
These kinds of exercises are about convincing them of that. All involved were excited about the success of the 
day. The passion and enthusiasm of the girls was palpable. 
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